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Retrieval in a domain

Answers, not docs

Web searching

Beyond text

Beyond just English

Human-in-the-loop

Streamed text

Static text Ad Hoc, Robust

Interactive, HARD

X→{X,Y,Z} 
Chinese
Spanish

Video
Speech
OCR

Web
VLC

Novelty
Q&A

Filtering
Routing

Genome
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TREC-2 TREC-3 TREC-4 TREC-5 TREC-6 TREC-7

Term
weights

baseline

start of
Okapi  wts

Okapi
perfects
“BM25”
algorithm

new wts  for
SMART,
INQUERY,
PIRCS

 Okapi/
SMART wts
used by
others

adaptations of
Okapi/SMART
algorithm in
most systems

new
Twente
and BBN
models

Passages use of
subdocs by
PIRCS

heavy use of
passages/
subdocs

decline in use of passages
use of passages
in relevance
feedback

multiple
uses of
passages

Auto
query
expansion

start of
expansion
using top X
documents

heavy use of
expansion
using top X
documents

start of more
complex
expansion

more sophisticated
expansion experiments by
many groups

Manual
query
mods

manual
expansion
using other
sources

experiments
in manual
editing/user-
in-the-loop

extensive
user-in-the-
loop
experiments

simpler user-specific
strategies tested

Other new
areas

initial use of
data fusion

start of
concentration
on initial
topic

more complex use of data
fusion

continued focus on initial
topic, especially the title
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